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Ingham County Circuit Court
30th Judicial Circuit

P.O.BOX 40771
313 W, KALAMAZOGO STREET
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48901-7971
TELEPHONE: (517) 483-6500
FAN: (517) 483-6501

WILLIAM E. COLLETTE
Chief Circuit Judge

REHONDA K. SWAYZE
Depury Court Administrator /
General Trial Division
DAVID L. EASTERDAY
Circuit Court Administraior

DONALD L. REISIC
Deputy Court Admmistrator /
Family Division / Friend of the Court

MEMORANDUM

Date: January 6, 2006

To: Judge Giddings
o S Q
From: Judge Collette

Re: Court Hours of Operation

| have just been given a copy of the memo that you sent concerning court hours of
operation. In your memo, you raise a number of pcints that you and | have discussed
in two telephone discussions that total weil over an hour. In addition, you and | have
had a face-to-face meeting that lasted at least two hours where | fold you my views on
the points you raise in your memo. | am unclear exactly what else | could say to you
about these concerns other than to reiterate what | have fold you in the past. However,
to summarize a few key things, | would indicate as follows:

1. | did not draw up this union agreement. However, we, as a court, did agree
to its terms. The laws of Michigan and the labor agreements we entered into
apply with equal force to your courtroom as well as mine.

2. Employees of this court are entitied to be treated fairly and honestly and not
be subject to threats and intimidation from superiors--this would include
judges.

3. | am responsible, as chief judge, to see that judges are treated equally.

However, that duty of fairness extends to the employees of this court as well.
| intend to continue my policies of treating our staff well.



Memo to Judge Giddings
January 6, 2006
Page 2

On a different note, the issue you raise in your memo seems to imply that { and the
other judges should resolve this issue in some fashion. | would respectfully point out
that we have no power to override the wage and hour and other labor laws that have
been passed by our legislature, as well as the agreed to labor agreements we entered
into with our employees. If, of course, my view on the law is wrong, | would be happy to
see some citation on that.

Lastly, | note that you have chosen to share your memec to me with all of the other
judges. | am sending this response only to you. But, once again, let me say as | have
said several times before, | am not interested in discussing this employee issue with
you any further.
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To: Chief Judze Willlam Collette

From: Jean Ann Hamlin

Date:  12/5/03

Subject: Response to [2/1/05 Memorandum to Judge Nettles-Nickerson

Judge Collete,

Last summer the trial schedule was changed and we now schedule trals Fom 9:00a to 2:00p.
Because of many different circumstances, frequently the trial does not end at 2:00. I do
however, geta 15 minute break in the morning and the afternoon. Recause of the way the ir1al
schedule is set, we do not break for lunch.

About a month ago [ spoke with Judge Nettles-Nickerson to go over our new trial schedule and
the need for breaks.. As stated earlier, she has given me the fnornmv and afternoon 13 minute
breaks regularly . Again we discussed the breaks after she received your memorandur.

['indicated to Judge Nettles-Nickerson that the beginning of last week I had contacted other
reporters in the county to see if they could sub for me for an hour because my son was :l, and if
he hadn’t gotten better soon, [ wanted to be able o0 have enough time to go home and access the
need for a doctor’s appoinmment. My message to the reporters was to sub for me an hour some
time early afternoon so as not to interfere with their lunch hour, but so that [ could go home and
Judge Nettles-Nickerson could continue her trial..

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me.

CC: Judge Nettles-Nickerson
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MEMORANDUM

o: Harold Hailey, David Easterday, Harold Hailev, Judge Nettles-Nickerson

Judge Collena,

iudge Netties-Nickerson has asked me to respond in more detail to mv first memerandum o vou.
I will also take this opporwnity 1o respond in defail to her response W you,

I have always bezn allowed to use my comp time and vacation time for personal matters,
whether they be for pleasure or other personal business, and my sick fime for doctor's
appointments and ilnesses. 1 have accumulated time and I believe [ have the right to take it..

My practice, as well as all other reporters, 1s (0 get a substirute to cover my courtroom whenever
I will not be thers, no matter what the reasons are.

As far as any medical conditon, I do not have carpal tunnel or any diagnosis similar 1o it. When
working for Judge Glazer, [ never sought medical attention nor did I complain to him about any
nand condiuon.. There was never a problem when I worked for him. He will verify this. There

currently isn's a problem thart is severe. I have problems with my left thumb that waxes and
wanes. I would be happy o discuss this with vou if vou’d like 1o know more details, but I do not
think it appropriate to violate my confidentiality in responding to the memorandum regarding
scheduled breaks.

As you know, the position of court reporter can be difficult on one’s hands and shoulders anc%
back. That is the reason | requested the foot rest. I first saw a hand specialist on March 29, 2005,
[ again saw him roday and requested the necessary paperwork for the foort rest.

Regarding the day that my son was iil and I requested help from other reporters, that was
Monday, not Tuesday. As a courtesy, as to net interrupt the schedule of the proceadings, [ called
around. T feel it is a respensibility of mine to be prepared and call ahead for help. We finished
our final matter in court that day at 4:10 p.m..

Once again, as indicated in my previous memorandum, about a month ago I talked with Judge
Nettles-Nickerson regarding the trial schedule. [ asked that if we were going to take long days,

Ehal: [ would need a midday break. at least a 2 hour. She has never denied the morning and

afternoon breaks and after the 15 minute break [ am ready to go into the courtroom again..

[t 15 true that Judge Netles-Nickerson discussed with me the new trial schedule. At that time [
indicated 1t would be fine if we finished at 2:00 p.m. | and that [ could take my break then. Many




tmies the trial does not conciude at 2:00 p.m. Some times we go 15 late as 3:00 and some tmes
when we end at 2:00 or 2:30 othcr things have been scheduled and we continue with ths nexi
matter. Judge Nettles-Nickerson has never denied me an hour break, but at 2:00 p.n. I feait's
100 late to take a lunch break and then come back to work for one hour. When the oczasion
arises that my workload is such that I can leave at £:00 p.m.. [ do. This gives me elght hours of
work because my day starts at 3:00 a.m.. when [ am working on transcripts or looking rnatters
up that were held on the record for reguests from Judge Nickerson or the law clerk 1o raview
sentencing information and the secretary to clarify something; all part of my job responsibilities.
My position has other responsibilities besides aking the recerd down that [ work on w niie
walling (o 2o into the courrson,

It is true in the past when our schedule was differsnr] would walk with ancther court reporter.
We did that over the lunch hour

As far as the second email that was sent rom vou to Judge Nettles-Nicksrson and her rasponse, 1
do not plan on resigning. [ do, however, want the ICEA union procedures 10 be [ollowed and
that [ he allowed an hour break between [1:30 and 1:30.

1z

Once again, if you have any guestions or would like 10 meet with me further, I would be happy

o do se.

Finally. as you know, reporiers mark times when proceedings start, breaks are taken, the enc of
the proczeding, amongst other things. Transcripts raflect this tme as well.

Jean Ann Hamlin
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AFFIDAVIT OF TRACI M. KORNAK

Tracr M. Komak, betng first duly swoern, deposes and states the following based

ersonal xnowledge and belief

=

[ have besn 3 licensed artorney in zood standing in the State of Michigan for over
12 vears.

. S -~ : [ - ~ iy IS
On January 21 2004 [ met with the Deputy Court Administrater for 307 Judicial

Circuit Courr Sallv Holweda tw©

&
[¢)
€
A
&)

i i therz were internal rules or
admimstrairve orders that permitted the filing irregularities and “local practices”™
n the course of our discussion [ made Ms. Helweda aware of the consequences [
experienced as a resuit of the filing ureguiannes and “local pracuces”.

On January 22, 2004 Ms. Holweda advised me that she met with her hoss. Court
Administrator David Easterday and was requested o wrile up a summary or a

meeting with Circuit Court Chief Judge William Collette the next moming.

[ expressed my reservations and concerns with involving the Circunt Court Chiet
Judge in marters that could be addressed by the clerk’s office following the court

rules, procedure and any admumstrative orders available to the public.  Ms.
Holweda explained that the issues were ntertwined and that David Easterday had
already discussed the matter with Chief Judge William Colletze.

Foilowing the meeting with Chief Judge William Collette and David Easterday
Ms. Holweda informed me that the Chief Judge was concerned with the
information regorted but that it was out of his junisdiction to “censurs a judge”
and that I needed 1o file with the Judicial Tenure Commissicn regarding Judge

Beveriev Nettles-Nickersen.




[we]

W)

[ later received a letter dated January 26, 2004 fom Chief Judge Colls
confirming what T was told that a “chief judge does not have junsdiction of this
type of situation” and advising “If vou feel there has been misconduct on the part
of a judge of this Court then. of course. vou have every right 1o proceed 1o file an
appropriate complaint with the Judicial Tenure Commuission.”

| was surprised that my concems with regard to filing iregulaniies and local
practices were never addressed and instead evolved mio a mestng with the Chiel
Judge and concerns relating to attorney or judicial misconduct.

On February 8, 2004 I filed a Request for Investigation with the Michigan Judicial
Tenure Commission regarding Judge Beverleyv Nettles-Nickerson,

On Februarv 10, 2004 [ received a letter from Paul Fischer, Executive Director

statng:

> The Commission must determine if this matter falls within its junsdicuon

and whether the facts you nave provided indicate a violation of anv of the
rules which the Commission enforces.

AV

If further action is indicated. the Commission may authorize a full
investigation. Upon completion of such an investigation the matter will be
eferred to the Commission for its further consideration. 1D the
Commission needs additional facts or information from vouw, a member of
the staff will be in ouch with vou. If on the other hand, the Commission
determines that the complaints contained in vour Request for Investgaton

do not warrant further action, vou will be notified of that decision as well.

AYs

Please be assured that we are action as expedicusly as we can (© give this
matter careful attention.

A4

You will receive written notice of the Commission’s decision promptly
after it 1s made.



10. Other then the letter described above | received no commumcaton of any Kind
whatsoever from the Judicial Tenure Commission regarding Judge Beverly

Nettles-Nickerson or the Reqguest for Investiganon.

11, Recognizing the “secrecy” of the Judiclal Tenure Commussion. ifs utter and

te
complete failure to communicate anvthing with me and the practical imphcatons
of having to continue to appear before a judge that knew [ had iiled with the
Judicial Tenure Commission. [ decided that [ had nothing more to lose by
communicating directly with Judge Nettles-Nickerson about my concerns relanng

wl

10 a matter previousiv before here.

12. T believe that the concems [ had were resolved because Judge Nettles-Nickerson
was professional. open and honest in our discussions. recognized my COnCerns
and that we both left the meeting having learmed a great deal by listening to each
other. I have not had the pmvilege o appear before Judge Nettles-Nickerson
since that meetng.

13 ] was informed by Judge Beveriv Nettles-Nickerson today that the Judicial Tenure
Commission disrissed my Reguest for [ovestigation on September 14, 2004
without any conditions or recommendations.

14, [ was shocked to learn this as there was absolutely ne follow up invesugauon,

clarification or commurication with me from the Judicial Tenure Commissicn and
I would have expected to be notified of this from them not the Respondent judge.
The testimony contained in this affidavit is based on personal knowledge, and if called as

a witness. [ will competently testify to the foregoing.



Traci M. I\_omak

STATE OF MICHIGAN )

COUNTY OF KENT )

N
DAL rined and SWOTR tu Deioge me this

Mﬁ day of #-—, f 2007,

7

/ ( / /

{ g,(, wu‘a L fm?, PP Y

\\/V / U , Notarv Public
Acting in Kent County, MI -~

My Commissicn Expires: 7
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FPERIENCEDS RESPECTED® A

CCESSIBLE

We and other members of the legal community
see these as just a few of the many qualities held
by Judge Beverley Nettles-Nickerson.

She also holds the dedication and the
commitiment to fairly serve the ¢itizens of [ngham
County. We enthusiastically suppert her effort fo
become the next Ingham Counry Clreuit Court
Judge.

3 county-wide campaign is expensive, and we
need your help and financial support. Please join
us for a fund-raising reception.

Wed., ¥May [3,2002, 3 p.m. - 7 pm.
Signature Steak House
5900 Park Lake Rd., E. Lansing.
Suggested Jdonation is 3108,
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STATE OF MICH TG AN

IN THE 30" CIRC!

-t

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAIN File No. 03-1034-HH
Plainuftf,

&
,/
3

i

5
¥4
W
@)
a3

Hon. Beverlev Netties-
Circuir Court Judge
James Edward Jones
Defendant.

F310R0 John Abbor Poli8

Stuart J. Dunnings, [ILE
Aticrney for Dezmﬂan

Ingham County Prosecutor "
by: J. Nicholas Bosuc P40633 ’;5 31 S. Business 27. Suite 12
Agsistant Prosecutor ing, M1 48906

. {mi

l);

] .,"4

) 485-6364

303 W. Kalamazoo St { 17
Lansing, MI 48933
517) 485-6108

Amnomev for Plamnuff

NOTICE OF JURY TRIAL

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the above matter has been set for jury wiai on Thursday,

December 13, 2003, at 8:30 a.m. before Hon. Beverley Nettles-Nickerson at the Veteran's

Memorial Courthouse, 313 "W Kalarrazao St., Lansing, 7\//}1 48933,

/7 ? /,‘ o r// < )
RN Ay /,;:'/ /’/(/-\ m?//‘“1 %

/Jﬁ Nicholas Bostic P40633
4 Assistant Prosecutor

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

T Nicholas Bostic certifies and says that on the 23rd day of November, 2005, he served a

copy of Notice of Jury Trial on Jobn E. Abbott, Attorney for Defendant at the address above by
placing the same in a sealed envelope with postage fylly prepaid and depositing it in a United

States mail receptacle at Lansing, Michigan. I declare that the above statement is true to the best

of mv information, knowledge and belief.

Y
!//f‘j ,f’/j;/ ’m;//r / ﬂ / / M \//\ \
‘ - g ,' A
,‘ ‘3. Nlcho;as Bostic ?106::
Assistant Prosecutor

Iy
[
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
™N THE 300 CIRCUIT COURT

YEOPLE OF THE STATE OF WMICHIGAN Eile No, 03-1 054-FH

Plaintff,

v, Hon. Beverley Newjes-Nickerson

Circuir Court Judge

Tames Eaward Jones

Defendant.
Stuart . Dunnings. [0 P3108% Tohn Abbott P361:0
‘ngharn County Prosecutor »\*tomﬂv for Defendant
v ] Nicholas Bostic P40633 5851 S, Business 27, Sutiz 12
As msfant Prosecutor Lansing, MI 48906
103 W, Kalamazoo St (517)485-6364
Cansing, MI 48933

517 483-6108

3
Atorn Playr e
orney for: Ac%‘[l'ﬂm

NOTICE OF JURY TRIAL

PTEASE TAKE NOTICE that the above matter has been set for jury tial on Monday,

e e

January 30. 2006, at 8:30 a.m. before Lion. Beveriev Nettles-Nickerson at the Vateran's

vemorial Courthouse, 313 W. Kalamazoo 1., Lansing, MI 48533,

/}/ Z’LJ / ) g“”‘"*//’ T —

+/]. Nichoias Bostic P40633
Assistant Prosecutor

/
2

e
‘}-..l

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

T Nicholas Bostic certifies and says that on the 20th day of January, 2006. he served a
copy of Notice of Jury Trial on John E. Abbort, Attorney for Defendant at the address above by
slacing the same in @ sealed envelope with postage fully prepaid and depositing it in a United
States mail receptacle at Lansing, Michigan. [ declare that the above statement is true 1o the best

& b

of my information, knowiedge and pelief. A P
s .____._....m.—v".’ i { W>\~ \'—“—"
J‘. ‘,s\ucboias Bostic 'P:%{}éi}

Assistant Prosecutor
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STATE OF MICHIGAN

IN THE 300 CIRCUIT COURT

PEQPLE OF THZ STATE OF MICEHIGAN File No. 03-1035-FH
Plaintiff.
v, : Hor. Beveriev Nettles-Nickerson
Cirguit Court Judge
James Edward Jones
Defendant.
Stuart J. Dunnings. [E 231089 John Abbort P20iz€
Ingham Counrty Prosecutor Atornev for Defendant
bv: J. Nicholas Bosue P40633 13831 S, Business 27, Sulte 12
Aggistan t rosecutor Lansing, MI 485906
503 W. Kalamazoo St (317 483-6564

Lapsing, I\/ﬂ 48033
(317 483-6108
A:*Qmev for Planus

NOTICE OF JURY TRIAL

PLEASE TAKE NCOTICE thart the above matter has been set for jury wial on Monday.
June 19, 2006 at 3:30 a.m. before Hon. Beverley Nettles-Nickerson at the Veter an's Memonal

Courthouse, 313 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48933,

9

o/ /
Sy f 2 Py >
— ,_,__.ﬁ——//vji'—"i ':// A C’%
}//“Nlcnoias Bostic P40633
“A ssistant Prosecutor

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

T Nicholas Bostic certifies and says that on the 2ad day of May. 2006, he served a copy
of Notice of Jury Trial on John E', Abbott, Attornev for Defendant at the address above by
nlacing the same in a sealed envelope with postage fully prepaid and depositing 1t in a United
States mail receptacle at Lansmg, Michigan. | declare that the above statement is true to the best

of my information, knowledge and belief. P
p

T ; Y i
STty N AR
e S D V7 o B T P
’ /,?T. Nicholas Bostic P40633

Agsistant Prosecutor
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Hen, Bevartey Nettles-Nickarsen - information you requested, per jury trals not ordered

From: Gloria Mcgruder

To: Netiles-Nickerson, Hon. Beveriey

Date: 12/4/20086 3:33:27 PM

Subject: information you requested, per jury triais nct ordered

Judge, per your request, | am confirming to you that per my records, there wera no jurcrs regueastad Dy
your office, nor were there jurcrs called in for your Courtroom on Monday, January 30, 2006 or Tuesday,
January 31, 2C06.

Also; per your request, via courier mail, | put a copy ¢f the hasic items coverad n the orentaticn of the
iurors that | perform. | do speak in length on all subjects.

CC: Swayze, Rhonda
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
“Expecting Excellence Every Day”

MEMORANDUM

Date: January 21, 2005
To: Honorabie Nettles-Nickerson

From: Kit San Grotelueschen, Probation Supervisor

Ir; 2/04, with the consent of mv Areaz Manager, Charles Sinclair, I contacted Court Administrator,
David Basterday, inquiring if Ingham County had 2 policy regarding county employess living -
with convicted felons since Department of Corrections has such an gxisting policm '

/aad;l__c_ig%)ded to have Jason Gordon and myself conduct a home call, to see if'in fact that wes fne
case. Qua/13/04 Jason Gordon and myself conducted the home call at Gwen Dupard’s place of
residence. Jason Gordon verified with Gwen Dupard that probationer Deshawn Anderson was
living with her, That same day. I talked to David Easterday and advised him of the home call

verification. Mr. Easterday stated that he would look into the matter further.

@hief Judge William Collette called me to acknowledge that he was aware of the
telationship between former court employee-Gwen Dupard and probationer Deshawn Anderson
and that the matter was under review. He instructed me and Jason Gordon that we were not 16

discuss the pending matter with Judge Nettles-Nickerson.

R oy vl P L o

K.it San Grotelueschen, Supervisor Date
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ATTACHMENT 38



L enle sl

§810 S. Cedar - Suite 10 « Lansing, Mi 48811 - (517) §96-2000 - Fax(517) 689-2018

To Whom It May Concern:

I amn writing this letter in regards to Dashawn Anderson. |
nac hired him to work for me as a telemarkerer making $7.00
pca hour. and working between 35-40 hours per week. Due to

a personal situation that arose in his life, he wasnt able 10
work, | expect him back to work when his personat degal;
situation is concluded. would also ask that this ordeal could
he accelerated so that | could have him available sooner. If
vou have anyv questions please call me at (517) 699-2000.

TNyl e
A S S WO R F RN _’V Nt ety

Brandon ZdawCcvzyK

Drrs B e ]

Manager of Traning and Develo oment
Erie Consruction Mid-west
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Lo, Bevariey Nettles-Nickerson - Re: Monday, January 31, Meeting 7 Page 1

From: Hon, Beverley hetfles-Nickerson

Ta: Coliette, Hon. Wiliam; Easterday, David; Gromek, Carl; Hughes, James; Lawiess,
Hon. Janelle

Date: 1/27/2005 :50:56 AM

Subject: Re: Monday, January 31, Meeting

Thank you for providing an apportunity to discuss the issues recently brought to my attentior. itis my
sincere belief that the meeting will greatly assist our contiuned collective efforts in ensuring that the best
\nterests of the judicial system remain tantamount.

in light of the agenda item added by Chigf Judge Collette, regarding my judicial "performance and
attendance” and in an effort to foster an open, thorough and productive disscussion, | respacifully request
triat the following information by nrovided at the meeting:

1) A written copy of the complaint for investigation 10 the Attorney General's office, inciuding the idently of
the parties inftiating the complaint; requesting the investigation and the subsequent rendering of &
dismissal finding no judicial impropriety.

2} The specific nature of any allegations surrounding the termination of Gwen Dupard soiey as they
purport to relate this Court's disposition and probation violations of Peopie v Anderson;

3) The names of those members of the bar and case file number that formed the basis of alieged
complaints to the Chief Judge regarding my judicial conduct andfor performance;

4) The SCAD end of the year report verification of judicia attendance and pending cases submitied by
the Chief Judge (afier his approval} and filed with SCAQ during my tenure as a Circuit Court Judge (i.e. for
the years 2003 and 2004).

Piease feel free to contact me at 483-6528 if vou have any guestions regarding the above requests or via
email. | am didicated to remaining & positive seset to the Circuft Court; a role mogel for Afnican Americans
{particulary our youth) and a volunteer in our community. MY Judicial character and integrity are of the
upmost importance, As ihe first and oniy serving African American Judge elected in ingham county and
well stated by the 2001, Lansing State Joumnal ' Netties-Nickerson hopes to iead way... winner believes
others of color may be inspired.” "The win ensures her place in history...” | remain humble, commitied
and determined that my judicial tenure and part of my childrens' history serves them proudly. |am
confident that we all can bring this matter 10 ciosure.  Thanking you in advance.

s> "Cart Gromek" <GromekC@courts mi.aov> 1/25/2008 4.20:40 PM >>>
Thank you for agreeing to the meeting requested by Judge
Netles-Nickerson. It will be held on the fifth floor of the Hall of

Justice, Room 55-45, on Monday, January 31 at 2:30 p.m. There are four
agenda items. The first three were requested by Judge Nettles-Nickerson
and ‘he fourth was requested by Chief Judge Coligtie.

4 The nature and conclusion of the Attorney General's
investigation.

2 The reason for Gwen Dupard's ermination.
3 The names of those members of the bar who complained to Chief

Judge Coliette regarding the manner in which Judge Nettles-Nickerson
conducts settiement activities.

Ce: Goff, Frances
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“Memo 1o Judge Beverly Nettles-Nickerson  PERSON AL ANDC ONFIDENTIAL
RE: concerns with atiendance and other issues

It has become increasingly apparent that vour attendance at court has not been as good as could
he expected. [ had hoped that given sufficient time that you might better appreciate the need for
a circuit judge to be m artendance on a regular basis.

However, it has become a rare event when I see your vehicle in the parking area when I come
down to the VMC for meetings or 10 work. On those occasions when I come to your end of the
hall you are not there. In addition, Ihave been advised that vou do not come in other than on
Wednesday when there s not a specific wial that is going. 1domnot understand how you can get
the volume of work done that 1s needed without being here.

- the work habits of other judges, buiine simple fact is that

on the bench as well as staff and various atforney comments L0

i T, . oty peen - ——
[t is not my praciict o COmiment

numerous complaints from other
me leads me to write this memo.

U " T die i g

manner in which

AP De, 01 COLLD e eThe bar n particular as to the
you are conducting setrtlement proceedings and other activities designed 1o effectuate the
sertlement of cases. Some of the ajlegations may well cause the possibility of grievances being
filed against you by members of the bar.  Also, at leastone prominent attorney is contermnplating
asking that vou be disqualified from hearing any of his cases.. P S

e suant to the chief judge rule T am required to insure that the work of the court 1s being done
etfectively.

This memo is intended as a wake up call that will cause you to reflect on the need to be here and
give guidance to your gtaff and to do the job vou were elected to by the public.

Therefore, I would hope that you would take it upon your self to begin coming o court and
working a normal day. I would respectfully suggest as well that you review your procedures t©
avoid situations that might be problematic.

Mr. Hughes of the State Court Administrators office and mvself are available t© discuss this

matter With you at your CORvenience if you wish.

sincerely, 5 -
e S
W, E. Collette chief judge
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To: Chief Judge William Colliette

From: Beverlev Nettles-Nickerson, Circuit Judge, General Trial Division

Re: Response to the memo and meeting with Jim Hughes and Cluef Judge Colletie
at my initiation regarding discriminating practices and other issues

Dare: March 18.2 004

] respect and accept the authonity of the Chief Judge as well our State Court
Administrator, Jim Hughes.

el

T was extremely disappointed at the reatment I received from both vou and Jim
Hughes. 1 feel disrespected and demeaned as & newly elected circuit court judge with
fourteen years eXperence.

I have never had a grievance filed against me. In fact, many prosecutors and
artomneys, who I can identify, have expressed to me and also my staff their satisfaction in
our professionalism , and that I should sincerely think about future judicial opportunities.

There are several questions I asked and observations in cur meeting that were
either ignored or inaccurate answers were giverw

1) The Chief Judge stated “hebas a long-standing friendship” with two
other judges. and, as such, I can only speculate that 1s the reason they did not receive

similar treatment. This demonstrates, in my opinion, 2 pronounced bias and
diserimination on the part of the Chief Judge with the support of Jim Hughes, State Court

Administrator.
2} Why am [ treated differently 2s an African American female judge (the

frst in this county) than some of my colleagues and those with long-standing friendships
with the Chief Judge with respect to their attendance and seftlement negotiation
procedures?

3} The docket | inheriied was extremely high in cases pending. Resulting
of prior cases was not completed by the prior judicial staff, but that had no affect on the
docket that I inherited. Those prior unresulied cases were not inclided on our docket.

4) We lowered both the civil and criminal docket within the first 51X
months that | sat on this circuit bench to the appreciation, and noteworthiness, of many
bar members.



3y [ volunteered 10 represent the circuit judges & the sheriff's meeting

when no other member voluntesred.
&) I volunteered to do PPO hearings when others on our bench refused.

7) On the memo I received, there isno “ec” 10 Mr. Hughes. which gave
the impression this was a personal and confidential matter between vou. as the chief
judge, and myself. Later in the meeting it was disclosed 10 me by the Chief Judge that, 1n
fact, Jim Hughes had been copied without my inowledge or notice.

Tn 14 vears as a judge [ have never had a erievance. However, 1 suspect 10
buttress the concern made, an attorney or judge may be encouraged to file a vague,
unsubstantiated. and baseless assertion to add validity 1o Chief Judge and Jim Hughes
unsubstantiated concemns.

Last, and most important, why did the Chief Judge fail to discuss these issues
with me verbally? He has access to my work and home numbers, as well as my
court docket.

While vour memo clearly states that it is intended as a wake-up call for one
purpose, that being “that will cause you to reflect on the need to be here and give
guidance to vour staff and to do the job vou were elected to by the public”, the actual
wake-up call was quite different. The wake-up caused me to note that [ have one of the
1owest dockets in the county, my staff is supervised and directed consistently by me even
to the point of me calling in dirsctions in the evening and leaving it on the voicemail.
The wake-up is that there are those who would see to criticize, micro-manage, and
attempt to break what isn’t broken for some inarticulable reason lacking substance.

The wake-up is that hard work, inmovation, team work, and professional respect
and courtesy has no place at the 30th Circuit Court unless it is coupled with a iong-
standing fnendship with the Chief Judge.

If I am not contacted by either of you by Friday, March 26, 2004, T will consider
this matter permanently closed and each elected official will have the freedom to work
Jonger than eight hours by working i the evening, weekends, or before the docket
commences in the morning as well as throughout the work day.

1 am sure Mr. Hughes will be available, along with myself, to discuss this at your
convenience.

Sincerely,

-~ -
- . /' f -
. A e 7 P

! 4 : /\»;‘L/M,ur L e “""‘MM‘-“/
~, J:_/Ka_,‘_)_f

Beverley Nettles-Nickerson

ce: Jim Hughes
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Michigan Supreme Court

State Court Administrative Office
.0, Box 30048
Lansing, Michigan 45909
Phone: {317) 373-9353  Fax: (317) 373.8760
hushes]iiicourts. mi 2oV
james P. Hughes, Regional Administrator

Personal and Confidential

March 24, 2004

Honorable Beverley Renee Nettles-Nickerson
30th Circuit Court

Veteran's Memorial Courthouse

313 W. Kalamazoo St

PO Box 4077

Lansing, M1 48901-7971

Dear Judge Nettles-Nickerson,

My response to receiving a copy of vour letter dated March 18. 2004 to Chief

Judge William Collette is as follows:

1.

b2

L2

State Court Administrative Office support for the Chief Judge is based upon MCR
% 110 which delineates the duties and powers of the Chief Judge. Judge Collette
is properly exercising his role to “counsel and assist other judges in the
performance of their responsibilities.” Bias has no place in the court system; [ do
not support it. His confidential memorandum t¢ you regarding concerns about
your attendance and the manner of your conduct of settiement conferences was
entirely within the scope of his responsibilities.

See #1

Judge Coliette acknowledged in our meeting that vou had reduced the cases

pending in the decket you assumed from Judge Glazer in January, 2003. He
acknowledged that fourth quarter statistics were not available, but that third

quarter statistics showed you with the largest pending docket among general tmal
Judges.

See £3
Your willingness to represent the judges at sheriff’s meetings is acknowledged.

Your willingness to do PPO hearings 1s acknowledged.



Honorable Beverfey Renee Nettles-Nickerson
March 24, 2004
Page 2

7. Ttis my belief that Judge Collette sent me a copy of the confidential memorandum
so that T would be aware of its contents in the event that you requested a meeting
with him and wanted me to be present.

During our meeting at the Region II office on March 15, Judge Collette reiterated
his concerns about your regular attendance at court during the hours that it is open for
husiness. He indicated no desire to micro manage vour time and/or yvour docket. Your
response clearly was to acknowiedge no problem with either your attendance pattern or
vour methods of settling cases. In fact, at one point you stated that vou have no intention

of changing vour behavior with respect to either your attendance or your case settlement
methoeds.

The Chief Judge did not initiate this discussion frivolously; he received
complaints that he believed to be credible and he brought them confidentially to your
attention. Therefore, I recommend that vou take these concerns seriously, examine your
attendance and your case settlement methods. I encourage vou to seek the counsel of
vour colleagues and move forward.

As alwayvs, I stand ready to assist if called upon.

Sincerely,
oy
o A
es P. Hughes

Regional Administrator, Region II

mdl

h

cc:  Hon. William E. Collerte, Chief Judge 30" Circuit Court
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FPersonal and Confidential

March 26, 2004

James P. Hughes
Regional Administrator
Michigan Supreme Court
P.O. Box 30048

Lansing, MI 48909

Dear Mr. Hughes:

Thank vou for vour response. As an African American female Judge I take my responsibilities
seriously and with great pride. [ will continue to maintain the high level of professionalism and
competence that I have exhibited as a 14 year veteran on the bench.

The Ingham County community and the bar has sent me a strong indication of their faith and
confidence to serve on the 34-A District Cowrt and the 30® Circuit Court. 1am truly proud and

accept my duties without hesitation.

I consider this matter closed unless contacted verbally by vou or Bill Collette to discuss, as
professionals, any and all concerns. I likewise stand ready to assist 1f called upon.

Sincerely,
Honorable Beverley Nettles-Nickerson
30™ Circuit Court

ce: Chief Judge Collette
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gty Aty 453 and a5 ETENOBG
Aumietnn Hegleec

OF MICHIGAN
Akpgations 0! unlawly GECHARRAUN: Tanne! oo DEP AR ENT OF CiVIL RIGHTS
snvaskgaied WHIRODUD 3 SWOTN CHMOIEm.

— COMPLAINT

Swast o RESPONDENT
The Hon, Beveriy Nettles-Nickerson

The Hon, William Celietie

ADDRESS . .
! 30th Circuit Court

3rd Fioor Courthouse
Mason, Mi 48854

TEERONE 517.676-7223

Ares of Dwonmimaiot Pyhlic Accom C Service Date of Discarminauorn: December 1. 2008

Statgment of Alieged Discrimination;

consisten: with court rules and established procedures due © discriminatory interfersnce by the Ingham County Circuit Court
Chie! Judge. on December 1, 2007 and continuing because of my race.

[ am Black and allege T was denied the ability to operate mv COUrt roein, SUPErvise COUrt room staff, and conduct proceedings
-

T am zn elected Judge to the Ingham Counry Cirsuis Court, 30th Judicial Circuit Court in Michigan,
Other terms & conditions 12/01/2005 Race

1 am the onlv Biack judge and believe that I am subjected to & difference i reatment, and undue scrunny and oversight by the

Chief Judge of the Circuit Cours. This discriminatory eatment interferes with my ability ro execute myv duties as z public
has n

=vant. The Circuit's Chief Judge ! t subjecied the other judges under his direstion to similar treatment.

This complaint is based on the following law:

Elliou-Larser Civil Rights Act No 453, Public Act of 1674, a5 amended

| swear o affrm that | have read the above complaint and that it s true to  Subscribed ang, sworn to before me
the best of my knowieoge, information ang fih fn :
knowie beiie! ! have notified lhe This _ /8 A day of (\MW_Q/BP\ A0
depariment of all othe: cwvil or cniminal actions pending with regarc 1c
the alleganons in this complaini, ; N\
i 1
[

g I '
oA L Ly e
JERY

Z:_}SIGNA'?URE OF CHARGING PARTY / TLAIMANT

Julig Almendarer ;
, -
o Commissionas in “_A:ﬁﬁ“%’?\_/ww_ County

TR 05 ey 08-85)

Cemplaint Taken by

Page 1 of*

2 JULIA ALMENDARE?

BATEALIW DM U i It s e



MDCR CLAIMANT MEDIATION PARTICIPATION FORM

DATE: lanuary 18 2006

MDCR# 3524895 CLAIMANT Beverly Nettles-Nickerson

RESPONDENT The Hon. William Collete

The Michigan Deparmment of Civil Rights wouid like you to consider the option to participate n mediation in

n attemnpt to resolve this complaint. Mediation 1s strictlv voluntary. You may bave an attorney or
representative present at mediation. The mediation will begin with an opening statement by the mediator
regarding his/her role as a neutrai. The mediator does not give legal advice or funcuon as an advocate for
either party. Each party will be given an oppertunity to talic openly about the dispute and the remedies
sought.

Following the joint discussion, the mediator may caucus or meet privately with each side. The mediator
mayv have several private mestings with sach side. Following the :ndividual meetings, the mediator may
bring the parties together to discuss areas of agreement 0B any igsue. Ife serlement is reached, the
mediator will ask the parnies 1o drafl the terms of agreement that are acceptable to all partes and that
could be signad at the session. It Is imperative that individuals commg 1o the mediation 1able have
authority 10 enter inio a seftlemens or access 10 such authoriry during the mediation. If mediation does not
resolve the matter. MDCR will procesd with its investigation o the allegations.

1 have received the MDCR invitation to participate in facilitative mediation of the MDCR case
identified above, I am aware that mediation is strictly voluntary. After careful consideration:

Yes, ] am interested in participating in voluntary mediation in ap atiempt to resoive this matter.
[ amm aware that mediation will be scheduled within 45 days.

No, T aim not interestec in participating in voluntary mediation a3 this time.

Upon completion vou may hand deliver this form to any MDCR office or fax, mail. or email this
form to:

Kerry Bernard

Mediation Coordinator

Michigan Department of Civil Rights
3054 West Grand Boulevard, Suite 3-600
Detroit, MI 48202

ph 313-456-3765

fax 313-456-380!1

email: bernardk@michigan.gov

241 NORTH CEDAR STREET MANPOWER BLDG, SUITE 101 LANSING M! 48808
TR 434 (Rev. 1104} www . michigan gov 517-334-8338
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
JENNIFER M GRANHOLM DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL RIGHTS LINDA V. PARKER
GOVERNOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

For Release (45/21/2007;

Contacts:
Trevor Coleman, Director of Communications Harold Core, Public Information Officer
Lansing: 517-373-8787 Lansing: 317-241-3986
Detroit: 313-456-3790

Civil Rights Department Affirms Right
To File Complaints Without Retaliation

Lansing, MI ~ The Michigan Department of Civil Rights (MDCR) released the following
statement today in response to a report issued last Wednesday by the Judicial Tenure

Commission (JTC) recommending the suspension of Lansing Judge Beverly Nettles-Nickerson.

“While neither the Commission nor Department has any current involvement or legal interest in
the matter involving Judge Nettles-Nickerson, it is imperative to clarify that the legal right of
Michigan residents and visitors to file complaints with the Michigan Department of Civil Rights
is protected. Both the Elliott-Larsen and Persons With Disabilities Civil Rights Acts explicitly
provide protection from acts of retaliation for civil rights activity, including filing a complaint
with MDCR.

It is our sincere hope that the JTC did not intend to imply that Judge Nettles-Nickerson should be
disciplined in any way for exercising her right to file a civil rights complaint if she believed that
she was being subjected to illegal discrimination. A suspension for filing an allegation of illegal
discrimination would violate state and federal civil rights laws designed to protect those who
stand up against discrimination from any acts of retaliation. Such a message from a legal
authority would have a chilling effect on the state’s ability to protect persons who legitimately

believe they may be victims of illegal discrimination.

CAPITAL TOWER SUILDING » 110 WEST MICHIGAN AVENUE « SUITE 800 « LANBING, MICHIGAN 48933
www rnichigan.goy » (517) 335-3164



While we take no position on the veracity of any fact claimed by any party in this matter, we ask
the Judicial Tenure Commission to amend its complaint to clarify that they are not seeking to
discipline Judge Nettles-Nickerson for the act of filing her complaint with the Michigan Civil

Rights Commission and Department.

We further call upon the Supreme Court and any appointed Special Master to clarify that,
regardless of what decision they may ultimately reach in this matter, their ruling is in no way
predicated upon the protected act of filing a complaint with the Michigan Department of Civil
Rights.

HiH

CAPITAL TOWER BUILDING » 110 WEST MICHIGAN AVENUE » SUITE 880  LANSING, MICHIGAN 48932
www . michigan.goy » (517 335-3164
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Ingham judge
alleges racial

discrimination
by colleague

Chief judge says
- claims of bias
are totally false

By CHRIS ANDREWS
Lansing State Journal

Ingham County Circuit

' judge Beverley Neutles-

Nickerson says Chief Cir-
cuit ]udgc: William: Collette
is discriminaring against
her because she is black
a charge Collette says is
outrageous.

Nettles-
Nickerson
contends
Colierte has
meddled o
her court
operations
by insisting
that she
break for an
hour  for
funch and
by assign-
ing her a
court  re-
porter who —
didr't apply  Nettles-
for the job. Nickersen
And he has suggested she's
not working enough.

In December. Nettles-
Nickerson met with a rep-
resentative in the Michigan
Civil Rights Department.
which is looking inte her
allegations. If a rnso%utzon
can'tbereached mformaﬂ:r:
she says shell file a formal
complaint, the next step in
the process.

“AsanAincazhAmenczn
female and slecred official
I wanr to be freated eqa.ﬂ—
iy, the same as all of my
goi‘eaﬁuﬂs " Nettlzs-Mick-
erson 5al

e s

He s:manew withthe

----- ; Tsre sean aprad e
e Dwe geen “1 < 4o

At a glancé -

Iuégeda;msraca disc*smmat:éﬁ

» At issue: Two long-time
mid-Michigan judges are lacked
in a battie over court reporters,
schedyles and other issues.

Parties

» judge William Collette has
bean a judge since 1579, serving
on the circuit bench since 1950,

¥ judge Beverley Nettles-
Nickerson has been 3 judge for
16 years, the past three as 2
circuit court judge. Sheis
complaining that Collette is
singling her out Decause sheis
black.

The process

» The Civil Rights Department
will make an initial assessment
to determine whether it hag
jurisdiction and whether the
case seems to have merit. It will
atso seek an mformal resolution,

What's next

» The next step wouid be a
formai investigation, which
could include interviewing
witnessas, axamining
documents and site visits.

3 The case would then gotoa
Civil Service Commission
hearing referes, who wouid hoid
2 hearing and present findings
to the Civil Service Cammission.

¥ The eight-member Civil
Service Commission would hold
a hearing and decide what
action, if any, to take.

run my courtroom.”

Arn angry Collette on
Friday cateconcallv denied
rreating Mertles-Nickerson
differently than anvone
elge. He acknowledged con-
fiicts with her but said ev-
erv action he IDOK came
after concuiting with the
State Cour: Administrators
Cfhce.

o PR ey




6A - Saturday, January 14, 2006 - Lansing State Journal

Judges: Racial bias alleged

Commwu FRDM 1A

“I have someone working there
whe is a difficult persen to work

with. The basic ruies apply to her

as they appiy to anyone els&" he
said. '

Department  of le Rights
sookesman Harold Core said the
dispute i3 In the early resoluton
stage, where officials look inro it
and see whether there’s a way to
resolve it withour a formal com-
pialnt

Both Collerte and Nertles-Nick-
erson were elected by voters. The
chief judge is appointed by the
Michigan Supreme Courtto handle
the administration of the courts.

The main dispute centers on
Nettles-Nickersorn's court reporter
and the judge's court schedule.

After her court reporter com-
Jlained of not getting the appro-
priate breaks and one-hour lunch-
es prescribed by a unjon contract,
Collerte direcred Nettles-Nicker-
son to provide them. The con-
tract cails for a one-hour lunch
between 11:30 am. and 130 p.m.

Nertles-Nickerson said judges
historically have the right to set
their schedules and she Andsiref-
ficient to work until eariy afrer-
ncon with 15-minute breaks but
no lunch untl the session has
ended,

Former Chief Judge Perer Houk
said he used to heid trials from
3:30 a.m. to 130 pun. betore break-

ing for funch. as does Circuit
Tudge James Giddings.

“It was absolutely up to the
judge.” said Houk, who said it was
an efficient way to manage his day.

But Collette said that if an em-
ployee complains, he is obligared
to make sure the unlon contract is
followed.

t &
Court transfer

After Nettles-Nickerson sug-
gested a transfer of court repors-
ers would be heiprul. Colletre re-
sponded in a memo, “Frankly, I be-
lieve thar there will be a difficult

rime finding apvone eise on staff

that will work in your courtroom.”

As it twrned out, a shared-time
court reporter applied, and Net-
tles-MNickerson said she accepted
her Instead, Collette assigned an-
other court reporter, who is the
court’s only black court reporter.

Collette said he wasnm't pre-
pared to transfer Nettles-Nicker-
son’s full-time court reporter info
a part-time position. He said the
court reporter he assigned volun-
teered for the transfer and hap-
pened to be black.

Nettles-Nickersonand Collette
have had other run-ins.

At one point, she said, Collette
toid her he often noticed her
car wasn't in the paridng lot
and suggested she wasn't work-
ing enough.

Collette acknowledged that he
had concems that Nerties-Nicker-

SOTWasn't at court enough apd said
he consulted with State Court Re-
gional Administrator Jarmes Hughes
before sending her a confidental
memo expressing those concerns.

“It did not appear to me that she
showed up for work,” Collette said.

Nettles-Nickerson  said she
works hard and efficientiy.

Surprise visit

Shortly before Thanksgiving,
Bughes, the court administrator,
visited Nettles-Nickerson's court-
rocm after Collette reported an
anonvmous tip fom an elected
offictal that she appeared high or
inroxicated.

Nettles-Nickerson said she was
working while sick and offered
to provide her prescripdons that
she was taking at the time.

Hughes said he found that she
was conducting business appro-
priately.

Coliette said he had no choice
burto pass the report onto the Stare
Court Administrator's Cffice.

In Nettles-Nickerson's view.
the episodes represent a pattern
in which Collerte is treating her
differently than other judges.

“I believe ir's because I'm an
Africap-American female judge,”
she said.,

That's totally false, Collette says.

Collette, ajudge since 1979, said
he doesn’t recall anvene ever be-
fore raising allegations thar he
was racially biased.

"1 categerically and complete-
v denv that ]uclge Nickerson or
any other judge of the cowt has
been treated differently because
of their race, gender, sexual orien-
tation or anything else” he said.

Hughes confirmed that Col-
lerte had consulted with him on
all of the issues before taking ac-
tion. He said Colleme had acted
zppropriately.

The Civil Rights Departmment
will take an initial look into the
dispute and look into whether
the department has jurisdiction,
whether the complaint has merit
and whether there is a way to re-
solve it short of a forma! com-
plaint and investigation.

If not, it has the authority to con-
duct an mvestigation and present
findings 1o the Civil Rights Comnrnis-
sion, which could order 2 remedy.

Netles-Nickerson said  she
hopes for an informal settlement.
She said she’d like ro see the court.
reporter who zpplied to work for
her getthe job. And she said she'd
like Collette to get some racial
seqpsitivity training.

Collere questioned whether
the Civil Rights Department bas
jurisdictden over the judicial
branch. He said if Nettes-Nicker-
sen has & compialnt, she should
take it to the State Court Adminis-
trator’s Office or the Judicial Ten-
ure Commission.

Conract Chris  Andrews ar
37054 or wnarewsmisz com.
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AMENDED
AFFIDAVIT OF HONORABLE JAMES R. GIDDINGS

| swear the following 1o be true to the best of my knowledge and belief and 1 am able and willing to tesufy o
the same 1f called 1o do so

1

1. T am currently 2 judge in the 30tk Circuit Judicial Court for the State of Michigan and have been & judge
for over 30 years.

9 1 am aware of a conflict in late 2005, between Chief Judge William E. Collette and Judge Beverley Nettles-
Nickerson over the operation of her court.

3. That conflict is in part reflected in a memo from Judge Collette to Judge Nettles-Nickerson dated December
1, 2008,

4. Because I believed that the position being taken by Judge Collette might affect my courtroom operation,
sent a memo to Judge Coliette on January 3, 2006, a copy of which s attached.

5. Also attached is Judge Colletie’s response of January 3, 2006. This was not included with the origmal
affidavit because ] assumed that the response was sent in confidence based his statement 1n the last paragraph.

6. 1believed at the time that the conflict betweer Judge Coliette and Judge Netiles-Nickerson could have been
resolved at a meeting of our fellow judges.

7. To that end 1 requested Judge Collette to meet with Judge Nettles-Nickerson and our colleagues to resolve
the 1ssues.

8. Judge Collette made clear to me that he did not intend to discuss the matter with the other judges and would
not place the matter on a judge’s meeting agenda.

9. Although I did not and do not believe that Judge Coliette’s actions were motivated by racial animus, Judge
Beverley Nettles-Nickerson expressed to me her belief that she was being treated differently than other judges
by Judge Collette.

10. Judge Beverley Nettles-Nickerson thereafter filed a civil rights complaint.

11, When I became aware of the civil rights complaint, 1 told Judge Netiles-Nickerson that the filing of the
civil rights complaint was counter productive and urged her to withdraw it.

12. Shortly thereafter, Judge Nettles-Nickegson withdrew her civil rights complaint.

}@vesugamn ar

13. 1 am aware that there is a Judig g in part from the above matters.

Date: May 10, 2007

K/’ Judge James R. Giddings /

-~

Judge James R. Giddings personally appeared before me and the foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me thie
10th day of May, 2007,

C}Tfﬁ, 7 g‘LLO/cL j‘ ; 2’45’/” County, Michigan

Notary Public

My commission expires / /-2l 2072

TINA M. RIbA
Werrhey WB%% ETATEOR M
HUNTY OF o
i cowﬁ?s%f@ﬂ CXPIRES Nov 2o 2NZ
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TRANSACTION REFPORT
SAW/2E/Z2006/TEY 0538 &AM
TR (TH
# DATE STARRT T RECEIVIE COM.TIMEIPAGE TYPLINROTE

- SANSLH BE B SARM O GETIZILIe--I0 I (R (R . G E
mon. Beveney Netlles-Nickerson - WITHDRAWAL OF FORMAL COMPLAINT wWiTH MORD Pane

From: Hon. Severigy Nettles-Nickerson

To: mnixon @isi.com

Date: /2802006 120012 PM

Subject: WITHDRAWAL OF SORMAL SOMPLAINT WITH MCRD

IMMEDHATE PRESE RELEASE

AFTER QE";EC‘-”I’\N WITH MY FELLOW COLLEAGUES AND FAMILY, | BELIEVE THE ISSUE |
TYXPRESSED WITH CHIEF JUDGE WILLIAM E. COLLETTE MAY BE RESOLVED INTERNALLY AND
INFORMALLY WHE"‘% HAS ALWAYS BEEN MY GOAL AND INTENT FOR THE INTEGRITY OF THE
INGHAM COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT.

THEREFORE, | HAVE OFFICIALLY WITHDRAWN MY COMPLAINT AND REQU ES“{ EED ATION
WITH THE Ml\xﬂGA*\l SIVIL RIGHTS DEPARTMENT AND WILL CONTINUETC KE
SEZORT TO MUTUALLY AND COOPERATIVELY RESCLVE ALL ISSUES.

| AM HONCRED TS 3ERVE ON THE BENCH FOR 18 YEARS AND APPREGATE THE 3UPPORT !
ﬁAV': RECEIVED.
THANK YOU

JUDGE BEVERLY NETTLES-NICKERSON
30th CIRCUIT COURT

ceC: ' acurningkam @wing.com; alendarsr zi @ mishigan.gov, “ughes, James; judpes

b=

‘.
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NI T e 3
A R A v Y

I

rom: Hon. Beverley Nettles-Nickarson” <bnetties-nickerson@ingham.org:

o "David Easterday” <deasterday @ ingham.orgs, "Hon. George Sconomy”
<geconomy @ingham.org=, "Hon. Jovce Draganchuk” «<idraganchuk@ingham.org>, "Hon. James
Giddings" <JGIDDINGS @ingham.crgs, "Hon. Janelie Lawless” <jlawless @ingham.org>, "Honorable
Laure Baird” <LBAIRD@ingham.org>, "Hon. Paula J. M. Manderfieid" <pmanderield @ ingham.org>,
"Mon. Richard Garcia® <rgarcia@ingham.orgs, "Hon, Willlam Collette” <wcoliette @ ingham.orgs
Date: 1/26/2006 112019 AM

Subject: | respectiully recuest, again, that the issue regarding the directive by Chief Judge
Coliette, peria

-4 Tt

[ respectiully request, again, that the i1ssue regarding the directive by
Chief Judge Collette, pertaining to my Court Reporter's time in my
couriroom, be placed on the upcoming February 18, 2006 general trial
meeting for review and discussion.

My intent has always been 1© ensure that this issue remain internal for
resolution and ciosure. Therefore, | propose. if acceptable to the
Bench and Chief Judge Collefte, that when the issue is discussed. staff
may be excused: or, | agree tc mest at any other time and piace
acceptable to the Bench and CThief Judge Colietie; or in the aiternative,
[ agree to a mediator that Chief Judge Collette may seiect to resolve
the issue permanently.

cc: "James Hughes" <hughes| & courts.mi.gov>
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Although the allegation of meism has been disoosed of, commizints =xist stour Judge Nemlas.

Mickezen's behavior and judgment Pursugnt 1o MCR 8.1 12(33(#), I regquest that vou
investgare this mamer, As Tudge Newiles-Nicicarson draw a great deal of subiic acentien o e

\Jl«mﬁ..

Tace issue, I ask dat vou sXxpedit2 vour Snvestioation o the 2xIent S0ssitle.

Sinecer=iv,

-t T .
Cami L. Gromeir

—_ Nt s
ol zon. Jeverly Nemisg-Niciemeon



